
COLOSSIANS 
Chapter 1 



Translation 

• v.1 Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, 

and Timothy Brother, 

 

• v.2 to the Saints in Colossae and faithful brothers in 

Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 



Paul and Timothy 

Co-writers 



Apostle 

• From “Apostello” –to send 

• More than just messenger… 

 

• Hebrew  ַָשִליח –shalia(c)h 

• “send” 

• Emissary, ambassador, proxy 

 



Holy Apostles 



Jewish Definition 

• Many of the halakhic Jewish legal affairs that may be 

performed through a shaliah: 

• A man may appoint a shaliah to betroth a woman on his behalf. 

A woman may choose to accept betrothal through a shaliah. 

• A salesman may appoint a shaliah to purchase or sell 

merchandise on his or her behalf. Similarly, any act of legal 

acquisition or transfer of ownership may be effected by a 

shaliah, such as giving a gift or acquiring a found object. 

• One who in a measure takes the place of the father, interesting 

himself in the child's welfare is called a shaliah.[1] 

• (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaliah 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaliah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaliah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaliah


From The Conservative Judaism Journal 
EH  140:3.2000  

 

 



The Apostles 

• How does “shaliach” describe the Apostles? 

 

• How are the Apostles unique among Christians? 

 

• What would the “Apostolic ministry” be? 

 

• Who does this apply to? 

• Are there apostles today? 



Saints 

• Holy Ones 

 

• Two Senses: 

 

• Those declared holy by grace through faith (Justification) 

• Those who are holy/made holy by grace of the Holy Spirit 

(sanctification) 



• Saints are all true believers 

 

• Saints are those who are completely sanctified by God 



Apostolic Greeting 

• “Grace and peace…through Jesus Christ.” 

 

• Play on words:  

• Greeting: χαίρειν  

• Grace: χάρις 

 

• Paul used frequently for a “Christian” take on traditional 

letter format 



Connection 

• Why do sermons often begin with the same greeting? 

 

• How does this teach/confess what the Office of the 

Ministry is? 

 

• What sermons are? 



Translation 

• v.3 We give thanks to God and to the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, always when we pray for you 

 

• v.4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the 

love which you have for all the saints. 



Discussion 

• For what do Paul and Timothy give thanks? 

 

• What is the “love …for all the saints?” 

 

• How does love express itself? 

 

 



Translation 

•  on account of the hope laid up for you in heaven, which 

hope you heard in the word of truth, the Gospel. 

 

• v.6 which came to you, just as the whole word even is 

bearing fruit and growing, just as even in you from the day 

when you heard and learned the grace of God in Truth. 

 



Hope in Heaven 

• Biblical Hope is not “counter-factual” 

• Hoping for snow 

 

• Hope in Paul’s Writing: 

•  If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 

people most to be pitied.  20 But in fact Christ has been 

raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 



Who is Hope? 

• Hope is Christ and Resurrection 

 

• Hope “laid up in heaven” is: 

 

• Christ’s Ascended presence at God’s right hand. 

 

• Christ is our Hope 

• His Resurrection is ours (1 Cor. 15) 

 



Translation 

• v.7 Just as you discipled/learned from Epaphras our 

beloved fellow-servant. He is faithful diakonos of Christ for 

you. 

 

• v.8 and he has informed us of your love in the Spirit. 

 

• v.9 On account of this, even we, from the day we heard, 

have not ceased praying for you, and asking that you may 

be filled with the knowledge of His Will in all wisdom and 

spiritual insight. 



Diaconos/Deacon/Servant 

• Servanthood 

• Used of Bishops/Pastors 

• Deacons 

• Anyone being a Christian servant to others 


