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“The Costly Grace of Good Friday”
Grace and peace to you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

It was the largest amphibious invasion in history. 

Over five thousand vessels—from LSTs, to destroyers, to battleships, to aircraft carriers—were poised to transport almost 200,000 Allied troops across the English Channel.

The mission?
Storm the beaches of occupied Normandy. 

Fight your way across France and into Germany. 

Capture Berlin…and crush Adolf Hitler and his evil empire.     
***
Operation Overlord—also known as D-Day—was a brilliant success.

But this stunning victory did not come cheap.

In fact, it was very costly.

Over 4,400 Allied soldiers, sailors, and airmen gave their lives on, above, and around the beaches of Normandy—within a period of twenty-four hours.
Once the Allies had landed on the beaches of occupied France, Adolf Hitler was caught in a trap.

You see, the Russians had already been steadily advancing toward Germany’s eastern border.
And now the Western Allies were about to roll into the Third Reich from the west. 
For the tyrant any chance of escape was now impossible. 
***
Brothers and sisters, I submit to you that D-Day is much like Good Friday:
On June 6, 1944—against stiff resistance—some two hundred thousand Allied troops secured a foothold on enemy territory and began the invasion of occupied Europe. 

And on that day, Adolf Hitler had basically lost the war.  ***
But looking from June 6, 1944, into the future… even though the Allies had now gained a foothold on enemy territory, would Hitler’s forces fight back furiously?
Of course.
Would there continue to be death and destruction for the invaders as they worked their way towards the heart of the Third Reich?

Absolutely.

Would tears continue to be shed as the Allies lost comrades to enemy machine gun fire, snipers, and booby traps on the tortuous march to Berlin?
Without a doubt.

In a similar way, on Good Friday the God-man Jesus Christ shed His life blood on a rugged cross.
He liberated mankind, which had been in the boney death grip of the Evil One ever since the Fall from Grace in Genesis chapter 3. 
Looking from Good Friday into the future—even to April 2, 2010—despite the fact that Jesus Christ had conquered the enemy and defeated Satan on Good Friday, does the Enemy still fight back furiously?
Of course.
Is there still death and destruction for us Christians as we journey toward our final destination which is the New Jerusalem—thanks to Christ’s work on the cross? 
Absolutely.

Do tears continue to be shed as we lose loved ones to sin, disease, and death—even today?
Without a doubt.
You see, in Genesis chapter 3 mankind unleashed the power of Satan upon itself.
That was when Adam and Eve chose to turn away from YHWH, preferring instead to listen to the sweet but deadly lies of Satan.

This act of disobedience instantly separated them from their Creator, the triune God.
Tragically—their sin has been passed down from generation to generation, all the way down to you and me.
And this Original Sin deep inside of us has destroyed our relationship with God Almighty, the very one who created us.

Because of our poisoned DNA, you and I continue to erect a wall, which separates God from us—even though we are baptized Christians.
Because in our sinful nature we build fortifications to keep out God.

In fact, our resistance against God is not unlike the fourteen thousand pill boxes and bunkers, and tens of thousands of miles of concertina wire—the so-called “Atlantic Wall”—that the German defenders had strung up from the tip of Norway all the way down to Bordeaux, France, to prevent the Allies from landing.
Wait a minute, you might be thinking…

Is this preacher comparing me to the Nazis? How dare he!
Well, we do indeed have something in common with them because the line of defense that you and I have built—our Atlantic Wall against God—is the work of the Old Adam.
And that Old Adam—our sinful human nature resisting God—rages inside every one of us.
You see, you and I erect a bulwark against God every time we consciously commit sins against Him and count on the fact that He will forgive us.
You and I construct our own “Atlantic Wall” when we knowingly rebel against our parents or authorities—or break anyone of other Ten Commandments—and then lean back and smile because we know we will be forgiven in Confession and Absolution here at church at the very next Divine Service.
***

Deep inside the Evil Empire of the Third Reich there was a courageous pastor named Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

This brave man had the guts to speak out against Hitler. 
In fact, he was one of the few pastors who did not go along with the Fuehrer’s Nazification of the German Church.
Bonhoeffer had a term for this wall that we Christians build to keep God out. He called it billige Gnade, better known as “cheap grace.”
“Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church,” Bonhoeffer once said. 

“The sacraments, the forgiveness of sin, and the consolations of religion are thrown away at cut-rate prices. 
Cheap grace is grace without cost! 
It is the grace we bestow on ourselves. 
Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance.

It is baptism without church discipline.

It is Communion without confession.... 
Cheap grace is grace without discipleship.

It is grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ.”
***

Our Lord could have kept us captive under the dominion of the evil tyrant, Satan—much as if the Allies had shrugged their shoulders and let Europe continue to suffer under the thumb of Adolf Hitler.
But that is not what happened. Because

“…God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
 
In fact, Jesus Christ gave His own life to free us from bondage.
This is what Bonhoeffer called costly grace. And costly grace always comes at a price. ***
Costly grace is the 4,400 Allied troops who sacrificed themselves on the beaches of Normandy.

“Costly grace confronts us as a gracious call to follow Jesus. It comes as a world of forgiveness to the broken spirit and the contrite heart. 
Costly grace compels a man to submit to the yoke of Christ and follow him; because in His costly grace Jesus says: ‘My yoke is easy and my burden is light.’”
Costly grace compelled Dietrich Bonhoeffer to stand up against the tyrant Adolf Hitler.

The price? Bonhoeffer was hanged in a concentration camp only four weeks before the Allies reached Berlin and Hitler’s Evil Empire collapsed.
In a similar way, costly grace compelled Jesus Christ to let Himself be nailed to a cross, so you and I would not have to endure the same fate.                 ***
After D-Day, it would take another eleven months for the Allies to reach Berlin and declare victory over the tyrant.

Yet it took Jesus Christ only some 36 hours to declare victory over the Evil One.
Because sometime between Good Friday afternoon 3 pm and early on Easter Sunday morning, Jesus Christ would descend into hell and declare victory over Satan and his minions.

Christ’s victory parade would begin only a few hours later—not with cheering throngs throwing a ticker tape parade on the streets of New York City—not with total strangers kissing in the streets.

No, Christ’s victory would begin quite modestly.

It was first revealed to a group of frightened women in the early hours of a Sunday morning.
That was when the One who had descended into hell, who had crushed Satan, and who declared victory over sin, death, and the devil appeared to the women—so meek and inconspicuous they thought He was a gardener.
That would be the victory of Easter, a victory that all Christians can celebrate. 
But that is not our focus tonight.
Because tonight we are shocked and awestruck that the Creator of the universe would lay down His life for you and me, even though we so often abuse His costly grace and make it cheap…      ***

Tonight you and I contemplate the blood-soaked beaches of Normandy.

We contemplate the blood-soaked sand at the foot of the cross, sand that has turned red ruby red with the blood of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ shed His life blood to pay the price for your sinful nature and mine…

Jesus Christ shed His life blood to pay the price for the fortifications you and I have built up against God…

For the cheap grace that you and I sometimes expect from the Messiah, the Alpha and Omega, from the Bread of Life.                                    

***
Jesus Christ stormed enemy territory.

He descended into hell itself and captured it.
He won the war against the Evil One.

He declared victory.

By hanging on the bloody cross of Calvary and crushing Satan and his evil empire, Jesus Christ has granted you and me… 
Forgiveness of sins, salvation, and eternal life...
In the most important invasion in history.

Amen.
� Rom 5:8.
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