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Grace and peace to you in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

“And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you” (Deu 8:1)

The day after tomorrow we will once again give thanks to our Lord for the Mayflower, for the pilgrims, and for Squanto who helped the pilgrims survive that first winter on the coast of Plymouth Rock, Massachusetts.

We will thank our Triune God for a time of family reunions, for the hours many of us will be able to spend with our loved ones. 

And we will thank Him for tables that—even in times of economic uncertainty—for many of us will be bending under the weight of roast turkey and pumpkin pie.

But as we move beyond eating and drinking with friends and family, there are some in our congregation for whom this particular harvest is probably one of the most difficult seasons in their lives.

In fact, if you are struggling with major turmoil in your life—relational struggles, maybe uncertainty or termination of your job, serious health issues, addictions—you might even look at those around you and feel a certain disconnect.

How can I be thankful when all I see around my life is chaos?

Why in the world is God humbling and testing me this way? 

***

Sometimes God humbles and tests us to strengthen our faith.

Sometimes He humbles and tests us to determine what is in our hearts, whether we would keep His commandments or not—even though He knows the answer in advance.

And sometimes He humbles and tests us—and we don’t even have a clue why.

But as we contemplate our Scripture lessons for this evening, we realize that all of us believers have much to be thankful for—even if our lives are in utter turmoil.

Because we realize that the most important things this Thanksgiving season are not God’s temporal blessings—because these can come and go.

Rather, the most important thing we are thankful for is the good land He has promised us.

“And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.”

This good land refers to the Promised Land between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea.

But, as almost always in Scripture, there are several layers of meaning in the text.

And so the good land has a second meaning. It is another word for heaven. 

This good land is promised to all who have been given the faith to believe in the coming Messiah, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

But take a good look at that last verse in the Deuteronomy reading. 

Notice that it does not say that the good land will be given to us.

Rather, it says that the good land has already been given to God’s people. 

Whenever in Scripture we find a future event described in the past tense, that means that fulfillment is certain. 

Sort of like when we ask someone to do us a favor and they reply, “Consider it done.”

Now in this good land our Lord has given us—there are brooks of water, fountains and springs flowing out in the valleys and hills. 

In this good land every hopeless situation is transformed into hope.

In this good land death is changed into life… shame into glory… evil into good.

In this good land every valley is lifted up, and every mountain and hill is made low.

You see, God the Father has led you and me out of the wilderness of our sin and alienation from Him, and He has already led us into the Good Land—proleptically, that is, ahead of time—by sacrificing His own Son on the cross.

So does the good land really exist here on earth?

To a certain extent, it actually does.

Because even though He sometimes humbles and tests us in this valley of tears, in a sense we are already inhabiting His good land where the riches are the gifts of the Spirit, the treasures of wisdom and knowledge given us in Christ.

You see—even in the midst of the turmoil and tribulation of life on this earth—we are allowed to experience a foretaste of this good land.

This happens when we commune with our Lord in Word and Sacrament—even though we don’t deserve this gift—undeserving, ungrateful sinners that we are.

Because, just like the nine lepers who walked away healed yet still ungrateful, by our sinful nature you and I are not capable of thanking our Lord Jesus Christ for all He has done for us.

It is only by means of His Holy Spirit dwelling in us since Baptism that we are able to think about the things that honor our Lord, things that are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, and worthy of praise—such as His gift of the good land.

But on the Last Day, when our Lord returns, we will be fully restored, sinless, and raised up from our sleep in Christ in glorified new bodies.

And on that day, along with all other believers, you and I will enter the good land—not proleptically, only as a foretaste—but forever.

And at that point in time we shall eat and truly be full, and we shall bless and thank the LORD our God for the good land we will enjoy forever more.

The day our Lord returns will be our true Thanksgiving Day, when all believers will thank our Triune God for a time of endless family reunions, for an eternity of spending time with our loved ones. 

On that complete and eternal Thanksgiving Day we will thank Him for tables that—for each and every one saved in Christ—will be bending under the weight of roast turkey, pumpkin pie, and His eternal bread and wine.

Amen.
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