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Overview 

 1. MTD (Moralistic Therapeutic Deism): North 

America’s most prevalent “religion”? 

 2. What caused MTD? 

 3. What about atheism? 

 4. How can we address these issues? 

 5. Resources 
 



 MTD 
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 MTD = Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

 Moralistic: “Good people go to heaven” 

 Therapeutic: “G/god” exists for my benefit, my “best 

life now;” “What makes me feel good” is more 

important than “what is likely to be true;” the main 

goal of life is to be happy and feel good about myself 

 Deism: an (impersonal) “G/god” is out of the picture, 

“used” only in a crisis 
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 MTD 

 Term coined by sociologist Christian Smith 

 Most common “religion” on today’s college 
campuses 

  Claims that a “G/god” exists who created and 
ordered the world and who watches over human 
life on earth 

 Q&A 

 

 
1/31/2012 5 

Rev. C.C.Tiews: Does Christ Have a Place in a Whatever 
Society?  



 

 All “G/god” wants is for people to be good, nice and 

fair to one another, as taught in the Bible and in most 

world religions. 

 “G/god” does not need to be included in one’s life 

except when “H/he” is needed to resolve a problem 

 “G/god” helps those who help themselves 

 Human centered 
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 Claims that, in order to go to heaven, all you have to 

do is “be good” 

 Never consistently believes that the Bible is a true 

revelation from G/god 

 Never consistently believes what the Bible teaches 

(“Smörgåsbord Christianity”) 

 Never consistently believes that Jesus is who He says 

He is 
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 Implies that all religions essentially teach the same 

thing 

 One can become an adherent of MTD without 

leaving one’s Christian congregation 

 Anthropocentric rather than a theocentric approach 

 Q&A 
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 How can you tell if your church / denomination 

has morphed into MTD? 

▪ The terms Trinity, holiness, sin, grace, justification, 

sanctification, church, heaven/hell, Gospel…  

Are often replaced by 

▪ Happiness, niceness, an earned heavenly reward, Self 

▪ Doctrine is replaced by whatever… 
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 Celebration of an idiot culture 

 “Amusing ourselves to death” (Neil Postman) 

 Veni, vidi, VISA 

 Theologically liberal thinking has hijacked mainstream 

Christianity (this starts in seminaries, impacts future pastors, 

and is multiplied in the parish) 

▪ What are some of its tenets? 

 Q&A 



 Triumph of “Christianity Lite” 

 

 



 Family Guy 

 



 Polarization: false dichotomy of either “doctrine 

or soul-saving” 

 Pietism: Christianity as a “heart religion” (Philip 

Jacob Spener) 

 Primitivism: trying to restore the original order of 

life as revealed in Scripture 

 Q&A 

 

 



 

 Pluralism / particularism: “tolerance” (with a double 

standard), indifference 

 Pragmatism: to be American = to be an ex-European, 

liberated from Europe; different in Canada?? 

 Philistinism: “real men don’t need theology” 

 Populism: “Just give me Jesus!” Rejection of educated 

leadership 

 



 

 Epicenters of MTD?  

▪ Televangelists? 

▪ Oprah Winfrey? 

▪ “Entertainment churches” 

 Penetration of negative media bias into the Christian worldview 

 

 Q&A 

 

 



 On the other hand, is MTD really new? 

 “What has been is what will be, and what has been done is 

what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun” 

(Ecc 1:9) 

 And doesn’t MTD simply smack of Old Testament “works 

righteousness” with a generic god (idol worship), who was 

supposed to bring you some kind of benefit? 

 Q&A 

 



 Therefore be faithful and caring 

 Those broken by the Church are either mad or sad… 

 Remember that a bad experience with the Church or 

with one’s father is usually at the core of atheism or 

alienation from Christianity 

 



 Use  apologetics where applicable 

 The Identity Evidence:  

▪ Jesus claiming to be God and proclaimed as God incarnate as early 

as 50s AD 

 The Psychological Evidence: liar, lunatic, Lord (C.S. Lewis) 

 The Profile Evidence: living and forgiving like God 

 The Fingerprint Evidence: fulfilled prophecies; Texas coin 

 



 Catechize 

 On the other hand, pastors (“watchmen,” Eze 3; 13, 33, 44, 

etc.) who water down the message will be held accountable 

 Also, God’s people are chosen from the beginning of time 

 Therefore, you cannot “sell” Christianity 

 But be careful not to give “meat” to “milk drinkers”  (1 Cor 3:2) 

 



 Catechesis 

 



 Summary: 

 Be compassionate, especially to those broken by the Church 

and to skeptics 

 Apply apologetics when necessary 

 Be faithful to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, 

appropriately catechizing those with muddled MTD thinking 

 Proclaim “Christ crucified” for you 

 

 Q&A 

 


