
Colossians 1:21—29  
Conclusion of the Overture 



Summary 

 Applies the Christology of the previous 

section to our lives and life in Christ 



Verse 21 


ESV  Colossians 1:21 And you, who once 
were alienated and hostile in mind, doing 
evil deeds, 

 

 Who is alienated and hostile? 

 

 Whose fault it this? 

 

 How does this express itself? 



…But not anymore (v. 22) 


ESV  Colossians 1:22 he has now 

reconciled in his body of flesh by his 

death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, 

 

 How are we reconciled to Him? 

 What is the effect? 

 How does “reconciliation” a different 

image than “forgiveness”?  



The big “IF” 


ESV  Colossians 1:23 if indeed you 

continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, 

not shifting from the hope of the gospel 

that you heard, which has been 

proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 

and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 



Once Saved/Always Saved? 

 Is it possible to fall away? Is it once 

saved/always saved? 

◦ See also: 

 

 1 Tim. 6:9 

 Heb. 3:12 

 Heb. 4:11 

 2 Pet. 1:10 

 



Discussion 

 What does St. Paul draw our focus to—

our personal faith, or the truth of the 

Gospel? (the faith which we believe or 

the faith by which we believe)? 

 

 What does it mean that the Gospel is 

“proclaimed to every creature?” People? 

Dogs? Or “Rome is the center of the 

world?” 



Verse 24 

 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 

and fill up that which is behind of the 

afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his 

body's sake, which is the church: (KJV) 

 

 This is a translation issue. “In my flesh” 

modifies “afflictions” 



St. John Chrysostom 

 It seems indeed to be a great thing he has 

said; but it is not of arrogancy, far be it, 

but even of much tender love towards 

Christ; for he will not have the  sufferings 

to be his own, but His, through desire of 

conciliating these persons to Him… 

 



Cont’d 

  So that He is not ashamed to call these 
sufferings also his own.1 For He did not only 
die for us, but even after His death He is 
ready to be afflicted for your sakes. He is 
eagerly and vehemently set upon showing 
that He is even now exposed to peril in His 
own Body for the Church's sake, and he aims 
at this point, namely, ye are not brought unto 
God by us, but by Him, even though we do 
these things, for we have not undertaken a 
work of our own, but His.  

/l


Cont’d 

 And it is the same as if there were a band 

which had its allotted leader to protect it, 

and it should stand in battle, and then 

when he was gone, his lieutenant should 

succeed to his wounds until the battle 

were brought to a close. 

 



Verse 25 


ESV  Colossians 1:25 […the church] of 

which I became a minister according to 

the stewardship from God that was given 

to me for you, to make the word of God 

fully known, 

 

 “stewardship” is “oeconomia” 

◦ Economy; management; plan 



 What is the “economy”? 

 

 What is the purpose 

 

 How does the Church come into play? 



The Mystery/Sacrament? 


ESV  Colossians 1:26 the mystery hidden 

for ages and generations but now 

revealed to his saints. 

 

 Read on! 



Verse 27 

  To them God chose to make known how 

great among the Gentiles are the riches 

of the glory of this mystery, which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

 

 How is the Gospel described here? 

Reconciliation? Forgiveness? Indwelling? 



Discussion 

 Is this a “mystery” in the general sense, or 

does Paul refer to a “sacrament” as we 

understand it? 

 

 How does Christ come to “dwell in us?” 

 

 What are the riches of his glory? 



Verse 28 

 we proclaim him, admonishing all men, 

and teaching all men in all wisdom, in 

order that we may present all men 

perfect in Christ Jesus. (my translation) 

 

 Who is the we? Do we do this? 

 



Verse 29 

 v.29 for this even I labor, contending 

according to his powering energy, who is 

working in me in power. (my translation) 

 

 Who works in preaching, teaching, 

admonishing? 

 

 Does this apply to us? All of us? 


